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obligations and goodness on those he is pleased to favour,
than their shoulders are able to bear. For my own part, I
have so often thanked his Lordship, that I have now no
more ways left to turn my thoughts; and beg if you have
any right good compliments neat and fine by you, that you
will advance the necessary, and place them, with the other
helps you have given me, to my account; which I question
not but I shall be able to acknowledge at one and the
same time, ad Gr&cas calendas.

In the meantime, I shall do my best to give you just
such hints as you desire by the next post; though I cannot
but think there are some letters in the office, which would
serve your turn a good deal better than anything I can
tell you about the people at the Hague. Your access there
abundantly prevents my attempting to write you any news
from hence. And I assure you, Sir, you can write me none
from England, however uneasy my circumstances are, which
will be so agreeable to me as that of your long-expected
advancement It grieves me to the soul, that a person,
who has been so instrumental to the raising of me from
obscurity and distress, should not be yet set above the
power of fortune, and the malice of those enemies your
real merit has created, I beg, dear Sir, the continuance of
your kind care and inspection over me; and that you would
in all respects command, reprove, or instruct me as a father;
for I protest to you, Sir, I do, and ever shall, honour and
regard you with the affection of a son.1

CLXII. [Sheridan.}

SWIFT TO THE DUCHESS OF ORMOND

December 20, 1712.

MADAM,

ANY other person, of less refinement and prudence than
myself, would be at a loss how to thank your Grace, upon
the surprise of coming home last night, and finding two
pictures where only one was demanded.2 But I understand

1  Swift wrote frequently to Harrison while he was abroad.   See
Appendix IIL

2  Writing on the previous evening to Stella, Swift says:  "The Mr. Watkins to any final deter-
